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News Anchor Elizabeth Vargas and Author Carly Fiorina 
to Deliver Keynote Addresses at 2007 Texas Conference for Women

(AUSTIN)  News anchor Elizabeth Vargas and author Carly Fiorina will keynote the eighth annual Texas Conference for Women scheduled for October 4th at the Austin Convention Center. More than 7,500 women are expected to join Vargas, Fiorina and an impressive program of nationally recognized speakers to connect, network with peers, and learn practical and professional strategies. 

“Elizabeth Vargas and Carly Fiorina have challenged expectations and forged courageous paths for their own success, and in so doing, have inspired women across the nation to achieve more, try something new and take a risk,” said Texas First Lady Anita Perry. “Having these incredible keynote speakers join us is a terrific start for what I expect will again be an exceptional program.  I am so proud to be part of this premier event where Texas women can come together to support and inspire one another toward extraordinary personal and professional life change.”
Elizabeth Vargas is co-anchor of ABC News’ “20/20.”  As an award-winning anchor and correspondent, Vargas has covered breaking news in some of the most difficult environments around the world.  However, she is no stranger to the home front, and as a mother of two young children, Vargas understands the hard decisions facing working mothers, especially those juggling unpredictable work schedules. 

Carly Fiorina also talks about difficult decisions in her October 2006 best-selling memoir, Tough Choices, in which she discusses her views on such issues as what constitutes a leader and how women can thrive in business, as well as her career with Hewlett Packard.  From practical wisdom learned from her parents to lessons from the boardroom, Fiorina speaks with a gentle humor that resonates with audiences.
The full-day conference is co-hosted annually by Texas Governor Rick Perry and First Lady Anita Perry.  This year, more than 80 speakers will lead seminars during 30 diverse sessions covering topics such as health, personal finance, education and more.  The conference will also host a special track designed specifically for young women in their junior or senior years of high school.  Conference attendees will enjoy even more opportunities for networking, education and inspiration.

“Texas women are extraordinarily innovative, creative and driven to make their world better,” said Patricia Wright, Vice President of External Affairs for BP America, the presenting sponsor of the conference.  “This can help women equip themselves to set new standards, break new ground and continue looking for new and better approaches for their businesses, lives, communities and families.”

For the fifth year, the conference will also feature a scholarship program supporting women scholars studying at Texas institutions of higher education.  Six $5,000 scholarships, funded by BP America, will be awarded to qualified women applicants in the fields of the arts, business, education, math and science, public service and nursing.

The conference has sold out the past three years, so early registration is recommended. Online registration with a special “early bird” discount rate of $100 is currently available. For additional conference information or to register online, visit www.txconferenceforwomen.org or call (866) 375-1785.
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