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Texas Conference for Women Boasts Extraordinary Line-up

Elizabeth Vargas, Carly Fiorina and Mary Wilson Headline Dynamic Program of More Than 75 Speakers

Austin - Some of the nation’s leading figures in business and entertainment will headline the eighth annual Texas Conference for Women.  The conference, hosted by Governor Rick Perry and First Lady Anita Perry, is slated for October 4 at the Austin Convention Center.  In addition to keynote addresses from ABC News co-anchor Elizabeth Vargas, former Hewlett-Packard CEO and best-selling author Carly Fiorina, and Mary Wilson of the Supremes, more than 75 expert speakers will tackle the top women’s issues of today, and stimulate an exchange of ideas among women of all ages and backgrounds.

“The Texas Conference for Women continues to surpass all our expectations, and the Governor and I are so pleased with this year’s tremendous program,” said First Lady Anita Perry.  “Texas women of all ages and backgrounds will benefit from this timely discussion of the issues and enjoy an extraordinary opportunity to share, learn and grow as a community.”

The goal of the conference is to provide women with the tools they need to enrich their lives, advance their careers and impact their communities.  A sampling of the diverse program offerings includes:

“Are You on Track Financially?” — A discussion of where you stand financially -where you need to be and how to get there. 
· Sharon Epperson, personal finance correspondent, CNBC

· Carmen Wong Ulrich, author, Generation Debt

· Julia Wellborn, regional president, Wachovia

“Lessons in Leadership” — Great leaders share the top five lessons they’ve learned on their way to the top.
· Janet Gurwitch, founder, Laura Mercier Cosmetics
· Sheila Johnson, co-founder of BET and CEO, Salamander Hospitality LLC
· Mary Mack - president - Investment Services Group, Wachovia Securities 
“Why Go Green?” — Environmentally friendly practices don’t just benefit the planet. Learn how to live a healthier, happier, more fulfilling life through green living.
· Diane MacEachern, founder and CEO, The World Women Want, LLC
· Betsy Rosenberg, creator and host, “EcoTalk”

“Women Making a Difference” — Hear from some amazing women affecting change in their communities and across the country, and have the chance to learn how you too can make a difference.
· Becky Zaheri, president and founder, Katrina Krewe, Inc.

· Joi Gordon, CEO, Dress for Success Worldwide

· Pam Cope, founder, Touch of Life Ministries

Full program details are available at www.txconferenceforwomen.org, and many speakers are available for advance media interviews.

The eighth annual Texas Conference for Women is the state’s premiere education and networking event for women, and draws thousands of women each year for a day of sharing, learning, inspiration and motivation.  The conference, made possible in part by Presenting Sponsor BP, will host more than 250 exhibitors and will partner with more than 100 supporting organizations from across the state.  In addition, six $5,000 academic scholarships will be awarded to outstanding female college students who balance academics, service and leadership to make a difference in the community.
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