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Inspiration Abounds as More than 7,500 Women Gather for Texas Conference for Women
Austin — A sold out crowd of 7,500 women packed the Austin Convention Center for a day filled with opportunities for career enrichment, personal growth, motivation and inspiration.  Governor Rick Perry and First Lady Anita Perry co-hosted the 8th annual event for women of all ages and backgrounds which has long been viewed as the premier education and networking opportunity for Texas women.

“The energy at the Texas Conference for Women is palpable and I have no doubt it will be harnessed to accomplish great things,” said First Lady Anita Perry as she greeted the capacity crowd that filled the convention center ballroom.  “Each year, the Governor and I are overwhelmed by the incomparable ability of this one-day event to provide the inspiration and motivation for Texas women to achieve their dreams.”
This year’s dynamic keynote speakers included ABC News’ 20/20 anchor Elizabeth Vargas, former Hewlett-Packard Chairman and CEO Carly Fiorina, CBS Sunday Morning commentator Nancy Giles and Mary Wilson of the Supremes.  The broad and diverse program tackled the issues that matter most to women, including business, finance, health and wellness, volunteerism, entrepreneurship and work-life balance.  In dozens of seminars featuring more than 75 speakers, women took part in interactive discussions on how to meet challenges, seize opportunities and invest in themselves.

New to this year’s conference was the Make Mine a Million presentation, a unique program of the Count Me In for Women’s Economic Independence.  A select group of women small business owners presented their business plans in 10-minute elevator pitches in the hopes of being selected as the winner of a package that includes peer mentoring, professional coaching, access to financing and public relations opportunities to help them grow their business.
Once again, the Texas Conference for Women scholarship program awarded $5,000 each to six dynamic young Texas women to put towards their continuing education.  This year’s scholarship award winners are:  Yolanda Bedford (math and science); Sandra de Leon (education); Karis Durant (public service); Kristen Ferguson (arts); LeKisha McKinley (business); and Sara Rogers (nursing). 
The conference was made possible in part by Presenting Sponsor BP and Co-Chair sponsor Wachovia.  Next year’s conference is slated for October 16, 2008, and will be held for the first time in Houston at the George R. Brown Convention Center.  For information on next year’s conference as well as highlights from today’s event, please visit www.txconferenceforwomen.org
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