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TEXAS CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN

SHOW US YOUR SPARK!

SMALL BUSINESS BOOT CAMP CONTEST APPLICATION FORM

DEADLINE Sunday, October 28, 2011 
The Texas Conference for Women invites eligible businesses to apply for an opportunity to promote your small business on our general session stage! Tell us why you have what it takes to soar in challenging times. We’re not looking at your industry or revenue; instead, we’re focused on how you’re living fearlessly as an awe-inspiring entrepreneur.

Ten finalists will be chosen by our expert team and announced at the Texas Conference for Women Spark & Hustle Small Business Boot Camp, Nov. 16 in Houston. Each of the finalists will receive prep help at the event to pitch her business on the big stage. All finalists will be featured on the Texas Conference for Women website, on Tory Johnson’s Spark & Hustle website, and on social media promotion through both.

One fearlessly fabulous woman will win a spot to take the main stage for two minutes during the Conference keynote luncheon in front of 6,000 women. This is a rare opportunity to wow a huge audience of the most impressive professional women in the state!

Please complete and return this form (see details below) with a photograph of yourself (suitable for publication) by midnight on October 28, 2011 to: info@txconferenceforwomen.org. 

Judges will select finalists based on the applicants’ ability to:

· Convey what is special about your business

· Explain the most significant obstacle you’ve faced in launching or growing your business

· Explain how you’ve overcome hurdles to soar in trying times

Please be as clear and concise as possible!

For questions about the contest, please contact info@txconferenceforwomen.org.

CONTACT DETAILS 

Name and FULL contact details, including email address and title of the person filling out this application.

First Name







Last Name

Address 1







e-mail 

Address 2

City








State

Zip Code

Affiliation with Nominated Small Business

(Only owners or authorized individuals may submit an entry on behalf of a business.)

………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Name and FULL contact details of the business you are nominating.
Business Name



Key Product / Service

Year Begun




# of Full-Time Employees

Address 1





Address 2




e-Mail Address

City





State




Web Address

Zip Code

IN MORE DETAIL
1. What is your story? Please limit your response here to fewer than 500 words.
2. Tell us about the challenges your business has faced in this challenging economy. Please limit your response here to fewer than 100 words. 

3. Despite these economic challenging times, what has allowed your business to survive and thrive? Please limit your response here to fewer than 100 words. 
The entry must be well-written and persuasive. Please write in the first person. This should be written in a clear, engaging, colorful and convincing style that hooks readers and judges.

____Please check here to confirm that you are registered for the two-day program: Small Business Boot Camp (11/16) and Texas Conference for Women (11/17) since you must be registered for both events to be eligible for this contest. (If you're not already registered, you may do so here: http://txconferenceforwomen.org)

We look forward to reviewing your entry and seeing you in Houston!

CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN

OFFICIAL RULES

1.
HOW TO ENTER: An Eligible Business may enter the competition until midnight on October 28, 2011 by filling out an application on the conference website at www.txconferenceforwomen.org. 

Follow the directions in the application to submit all requested information, including a photo of the individual submitting the entry on behalf of the Eligible Business (the “Authorized Individual”) and an essay describing a challenges and solutions the entrepreneur implemented. 

Submission of an entry grants Conference and its agents the right to publish, use, adapt, edit and/or modify such entry in any way, in any and all media, without limitation, and without consideration to the entrant or any other party, whether or not such submission is selected as a winning entry. By entering, entrants and the Authorized Individuals acknowledge that submissions may be avail- able to the public, that no privacy to ideas, photos, essays or other information submitted is guaranteed and that Conference assumes no responsibility for any infringement thereto and each entrant shall indemnify Conference for any such infringement.
Entries must be in English and must be suitable for presentation in a public forum, in sole determination of panel of experts.
Essay should be clear and concise (it is recommended that entrants limit their essay to approximately 500 words or less).


2.
WHO IS ELIGIBLE: Open to any Eligible Business (as defined below). An “Eligible Business” is any currently operating business that is U.S.-based business and has less than 500 employees. A Franchise may be deemed to be an Eligible Business if it meets the other criteria set forth in these Rules and if it has all necessary rights and authority to submit entry materials and agree to the terms and conditions set forth in these Official Rules.


The Authorized Individual who submits an entry on behalf of an Eligible Business must:

a.
Be a resident of the 50 United States or District of Columbia, who is at least the age of majority in the state in which such Authorized Individual resides. 

b.
Be the Owner (as defined below) of such Eligible Business. 

c.
Have the right, on behalf of the Eligible Business, to submit the entry materials in connection with this competition and grant the Conference the rights in those materials as described in these Official Rules. 

The “Owner” of a business is an individual who either: (1) owns a majority voting interest in that business or (2) owns a significant interest in that business (what constitutes “significant” is subject to Sponsor’s determination in its sole discretion) and has the approval of shareholders representing, together with such persons share, a majority voting interest in that business.

3.
JUDGING CRITERIA: Selection of the winning essay will be based on the ability to demonstrate in a clear and concise manner 

a.
Your story 

b.
What specific idea(s) have allowed you to survive and thrive in this economic climate.

4.
AWARD WINNER


One fearless fabulous woman will be chosen by our expert team to receive a spot on stage at the keynote luncheon Nov. 17 to address the 6,000 plus audience. The keynote spot is a rare opportunity to wow a huge audience of the most impressive professional women in the state.

The winner will be announced at the Texas Conference for Women Spark & Hustle Small Business Boot Camp on Nov. 16. She will receive prep help at the event to pitch her business on the big stage and will be featured on the Conference for Women web site, on Tory Johnson’s Spark & Hustle web site and on social media promotion through both. 

GENERAL RULES: All U.S. federal, state, and local laws and regulations apply. All federal, state and local taxes are the sole responsibility of winners. By entering competition, entrants grant permission to the Conference and its agencies to use submitted entries as they see fit, including usage in news features, advertising and promotional materials. Conference reserves the right to modify, adapt or reproduce submitted entries in full, at their discretion. The Sponsors reserve the right in their sole discretion to disqualify any entry that does not comply with the requirements of these Official Rules. Conference is not responsible for lost, late, corrupted, mutilated, misdirected entries, or entries not received in time for judging. Conference reserves the right to substitute prize of equal or greater value. No substitution or transfer of prize by winner permitted. Conference shall have the right, in its sole discretion, to abbreviate, modify, suspend, cancel or terminate the promotion without any further obligation. Participation in this competition constitutes permission to the Conference, its promotional partners to use winner’s name, likeness and competition entry for purposes of advertising and trade without compensation, unless prohibited by law. By entering this competition, or accepting any prize, entrants agree to hold Conference, its promotional partners and agencies and their respective directors, officers, employees and assigns, harm- less against any and all claims and liability arising out of its participation in this competition or the use of any prize. Each entrant assumes all liability for any injury or damage caused, or claimed to be caused, by such entrant’s participation in this competition or use or redemption of any prize. By participating in this competition, entrants agree to be bound by the Official Rules and the decisions of the judges, which are final regarding all aspects of this competition. 







